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Please note: Sunday Services are available on Public Channel Spectrum 

980 or TDS 14.  *Weekly Sunday Services begin on Tuesdays at Noon; 

Wednesday at 5pm; Thursdays at 8am; and Sundays at 9:30 am. 

August 2026 

COMMUNICATOR 

Let us consider how we may spur one another on toward 
love and good deeds. Let us not give up meeting together, 
as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage 
one another—and all the more as you see the Day 
approaching. -Hebrews 10:24-25 

August is upon us, and it’s a busy month of transitions. 
Families make plans for one more weekend getaway 
before school starts in September. Teachers put down the 
foundations for the coming school year in late summer, 
preparing their classrooms and attending in-service 
meetings. Farmers tune up their combines to harvest oats 
and other small grains. High school athletes begin 
practicing on the gridiron, the soccer field, the volleyball 
court, and the cross-country route. And here in Wausau, 
the community will come together to put on the 
Wisconsin Valley Fair August 4-9 in Marathon Park. 

There is a lot of activity around St. Paul’s this August. 
We continue to get ready to welcome our new pastor, the 
Rev. Susie Grade, who will begin her pastorate August 
24. Our Sunday School teachers are preparing to 
welcome their students upstairs in the classrooms. The 
bells and choir directors are planning their musical 
offerings which enhance our worship throughout the year. 
The Brat Stand will continue through the end of the 
month, hopefully with no rainouts or smokeouts going 
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Weekly Ministries Schedules 

Ushers     

8/02  Team 7 

8/09 Team 8 

8/16 Team 9 

8/23 Team 1 

8/30 Team 2 

Communion Setup & Cleanup 
August 16th: 9:00am Shirley VanSlate 

Media 
8/02   Gerry B. 
8/09   Travis S. 
8/16     Jim M. 
8/23   Travis S. 
8/30  Gerry B. 

Scrip Sales  
8/02  Pam H. 

8/09  Josh R. 

8/16  Bev R. 

8/23  Kurt S. 

8/30 Andy W. 

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you! 

St. Paul’s took a Lamers Bus to American Family Field in 
Milwaukee to see the Brewers beat the Miami Marlins 8-3 on 
a hazy Saturday afternoon. Attendees were treated to pulled 
pork sandwiches, baked beans, potato salad, and cookies for 
lunch, and refreshments on the bus. Hats off to Gordie 
Hintze of the Mission Committee for putting in the months 
of planning, calling and texting, and organizing this fun 
event! Work on the Bell Tower is underway, and thanks to the 
Building and Grounds Committee members for their work 
in assessing our building’s needs and determining the work 
that needs to be done. Finally, the Attic Treasures Sale is in 
October, but much of the organizing and pricing has been 
going on for months. Marie Kickbusch has spent hours 
going through donations, pricing them, and getting ready for 
the October sale. Thanks go out to everyone who has donated 
items to sell! 

 

Worship Leaders 
8/02  Chris Ewan 

8/09  Chris Ewan 

8/16 Pastor Jill Christopherson 

8/23 Pastor Jill Christopherson 

8/30 Rev. Susie Grade 

Readers 
8/02  Vivienne R. 

8/09 Melissa C. 

8/16 Craig C. 

8/23 Gail Rowell 

8/30 Craig Clausen 

August Brat Stand Schedule 
08/05  Media Committee  

08/12  Altar Guild Committee 

08/19  Hospitality 

08/26  Ladies of St. Paul’s 

forward. At the Fair, the church will again sell hot beef and 
potato chips to hungry visitors in the Fair Pavillion. There’s a 
lot going on! 

All these activities require volunteers, people willing to work 
with others in a common endeavor. If you haven’t done so 
already, consider signing up to work a shift at the Fair or 
cover a few hours at the Brat Stand before it’s done. If you’ve 
ever thought about singing in the choir or learning how to 
play bells, our musicians would love to have you join or at 
least try it out. Want to get to know more folks here? Sign up 
to be an usher or join the Media team. And if you’d like to 
work with our young people and have some ideas about how 
we can recruit and retain more of our youth through activities 
and fun events, please reach out to us. We’d love to hear from 
you! Making a church work is a cooperative effort, and you 
will certainly find a place here! -Chris Ewan 



Communion Services 

 In August, communion will be 

 offered on the third Sunday, 8/16. 

 Christopher Ewan & Pastor Jill 

 Christopherson will continue 

 leading us in worship in August.  

Rev. Susie Grade will begin leading us on August 30th. 

 

August at St. Paul’s through 
the Years… 

The Women’s Choir first began wearing 
robes in August of 1934. 

Have you ever wondered how many people 
can sit in the sanctuary? 760, apparently! 
That’s the figure, according to the flyers at 
the sanctuary dedication in 1963. 

Clergy from St. Paul’s conduct weekly 
worship services at two Wausau-area 
nursing homes, a service the church has 
provided since August of 1979. 

In the days before Facebook, Youtube, and 
Livestreaming, our church recorded audio 
tapes of services for shut-ins and other 
people who were unable to attend worship 
in the sanctuary, beginning in August of 
1982. 

A world without computers seems 
unimaginable to us today. When did the 
office at St. Paul’s get their first computer? 
August of 1983. 

Source: The 125th Anniversary Calendar of 
St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, 1988. 

We are looking for 
volunteers to read 

the scriptures, 
opening prayer, & 

call to worship 
during services this 
summer. Please sign 

up on the table 
outside the parlor.

THANK YOU!

Statistics from Our Media 

Ministry Team 
 

We are still working out some kinks in our 
new mini mixer. Trying to get the organ 

sound on the video has been a challenge.  
 

In July, 598 unique visitors viewed 747 
pages on our website. Our most viewed 

social media post  this summer was a 
Facebook events reel that now has over 

260 views! 

   We will be collecting an offering for  

   the victims of the 7/27 tornado in Menasha. 

   Our sister UCC church in Menasha suffered 

   significant damage. Despite having 80  

   people in the building at the time of the  

   storm, no one was hurt. 

Please keep this community in your 

prayers. We are accepting loose  

change donations on 8/2 and 8/9, as  

well as any checks or envelopes with  

“Tornado Relief” on them. Thank you!  





SAVE THE 

DATE! 

New Things for 

This Year: 

Lawn Games: 

*Corn Hole 

*Yahtzee 

*Jumbo 

Connect 4 

*Rev. Susie 

Grade 

Volunteers are 

always needed 

for setup & 

cleanup. 

Please contact 

the office to 

sign up. 



Chris Ewan is looking for people interested in 

a day trip to the  

Rudolph Grotto on Thursday, August 20 

We will be leaving church at 12:30pm 
Garden paths are lengthy and not paved. 

If you are interested, please sign up outside the parlor or 

call the church office at 715-842-3733. 

Rudolph Grotto August 20 

Fair Booth Setup: August 3rd 

Booth Cleanup: August 9th 
 

*Please contact the church office to help 

with either or to work our food booth. 



Hello and greetings from the 

Wisconsin Conference! 

 I am Shannon Joshi, the newly

 settled Associate Conference 

 Minister for the Northern Region of 

 the Wisconsin Conference. I am 

 excited to begin working with the 

 region’s 58 congregations, along 

 with the many clergy & chaplains. 

 For me, home base is Eau Claire. I was born and 

raised in Eau Claire and have made the Chippewa Valley my 

home. With family living in Chetek, Wausau, Tomahawk, 

Prairie Farm, Barron, and Turtle Lake, I have a deep love for 

northern Wisconsin. I look forward to getting to know better 

the communities where I have not spent as much time. 

 Over the course of the next year, my goal is to visit 

each of the churches in the Northern Region. This may 

include weekday, in-person meetings or a Sunday visit to 

join you in worship. While my aim is to visit all churches, I 

will begin with those currently in transition. In the coming 

weeks, I will be reaching out to the churches that were 

working with Michael and Franz. 

 I look forward to getting to know you, your church, 

and your community. Please feel free to reach out with 

questions, concerns, wonderings, or simply to introduce 

yourself. I am looking forward to walking alongside you in 

whatever ways are most helpful and meaningful to you and 

your congregation.    

     With you in Christ, 

      Shannon 
 

The best ways to reach me are by email (sjoshi@wcucc.org) or by phone 

(608-419-7509). I keep office hours Monday through Friday and regularly 

check both email and voicemail between 9 a.m. & 4:30 p.m.  

              *Attention* 
   St. Paul’s Food Pantry will be 

   Open Every Thursday in  

   August! 

 

   **Volunteers Needed** 
        
  

Hours of Operation: 9:00 am-Noon 

Walk-up: Welcome all operational days 

Drive-up:  Limited to twice per month  

Diaper Distribution: Once per month per family.                                                                                          
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Are you starting your back to school shopping? Looking 

for a special birthday gift for that person who has 

everything? What about using St. Paul’s UCC scrip cards?  

For every scrip card sold, St. Paul’s can receive up to 15% 

of  the purchase price! Scrip can be purchased during 

office hours or on Sunday mornings.  

Thank you to all those who allowed us to earn $3,960.28 

in our first six months.  

Financial Report for June 2026: 

  Current Giving      $11,146.00 

  Monthly Goal:     $19,167.00 

  Year to Date Under Budget by  ($14,108.63) 

  Staff Support Expenses Year-to-Date 

 Under Budget by:   $28,927.13 

  Administrative Expenses Year-to-Date 

 Over Budget by      ($2,929.97) 

  Program Expenses Year-to-Date 

 Under Budget by         $875.30 

  Property expenses Year-to-Date 

 Over Budget by     ( $1,084.19) 
 

“We make a living by what we get, but we 
make a life by what we give.”  

     – Winston Churchill  

   Brewer Trip  

   July 18, 2026 

Submitted by: Tania Schwarze 

A great time was had by all at this year’s Brewer Trip!  

We had a fun bus ride to Milwaukee; filled with snacks, 

beverages, & raffles. At the game, they were giving out 

Brandon Woodruff bobble heads & most of our group 

received them. We watched the Milwaukee Brewers beat 

the Miami Marlins 8-6. The highlight of the game was when 

the Brewers scored 4 runs in the 6th inning. Then the 

Marlins tried to rally scoring 3 final runs in the 9th inning, 

but did not succeed. 

The Polish Sausage won the Sausage Race at the game; 

we had 9 winners on our bus raffle who guessed the winner 

correctly. The total attendance at the game Saturday was 

40,144 people. Lillian won the bus raffle with a guess of 

40,182– only 38 off! 

Congratulations to all of our raffle winners! All proceeds 

raised will go to St. Paul’s Mission Committee. 

See you all again next year for an amazing day! 


