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July 2026 

COMMUNICATOR 

 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in everything, by prayer and 

petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God. And the peace 

of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

your minds in Christ Jesus.  -Philippians 4:6-7 

 Transitions can be nerve-racking times in life. Whether it’s 

a new job, retirement, graduation from school, or moving to a new 

city or house, these transitions from something old to something 

new can be stressful as well as exciting. At St. Paul’s we’re in the 

midst of a transition ourselves, as we welcome our next settled 

minister, the Rev. Susie Grade. It will be a happy, eagerly 

anticipated transition, as we’ve waited more than two years for a 

new pastor. But even with changes we’re looking forward to, there 

can be stress & questions. What will worship be like under our new 

pastor? Will the music and hymns change? What new activities or 

spiritual practices will we be asked to do? How will we reach out 

& connect with new residents of downtown Wausau?  

 I often look for reassurance and guidance going forward, by 

looking backward to the example of the past. In 1909, St. Paul’s 

called a new pastor from Menominee Falls, the Rev. Ernest Grauer. 

He had been in the ministry for about fifteen years, shepherding 

three congregations in that time with the help of his wife, who 

taught Sunday School. When Rev. Grauer and his wife came to 

Wausau, St. Paul’s was in the middle of a major transition.  

Continued... 
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Weekly Ministries Schedules 

Ushers     

7/05  Team 3 

7/12 Team 4 

7/19 Team 5 

7/26 Team 6 

Communion Setup & Cleanup 
July 19 9:00am Randy & Kathy Buedding 

Media 
07/05   Chuck R. 
07/12   Jim M. 

07/19   Gerry B. 
07/26   Travis S. 

Scrip Sales  
07/05  Andy W. 

07/12  Jerry W. 

07/19  Gerry B. 

07/26  Carla E. 

Aitäh! Thank you! Köszi! Asante!  
(Estonian, English, Hungarian, Swahili) 

 
Thank you to the many volunteers and helpers who contributed their 
time and talents to the church’s activities in June. Tania Schwarze 

planned the Vacation Bible Study activities at the church on June 23 and 
collaborated with staff from Peace and Grace at the other VBS locations.  

You might have noticed that the church’s Brat Stand has a new tent, 
which is courtesy of The Ladies of St. Paul’s. It takes a small team of 
folks to carry it from the garage each Wednesday, and Larry Krueger 
was a big help with the lifting. Speaking of the Brat Stand, the June 3 

premiere was the bestselling day in its history. Thank you to the 
volunteers from Church Council for helping make that happen!  

Thank you to Gerry Brummond for driving the church van to the 
Clauson Music Show on June 18. And finally, thank you to Tracey 

Baken for assisting at a church wedding on May 30! 

Worship Leaders 
7/05  Chris Ewan 

7/12  Chris Ewan 

7/19 Rev. Elizabeth Hazel 

7/26  Rev. Susie Grade 

Readers 
07/05  Gail Rowell 

07/14 Need Volunteer 

07/19 Craig Clausen 

07/26 Vivienne Reisssmann 

July Brat Stand Schedule 
07/01  Christian Ed.  

07/08  Church Staff 

07/15  Finance Committee 

07/22 Ushers 

07/29  Mission Committee 

...All the worship services at the time were conducted in German, but 

the children and young people of the congregation were more 

comfortable speaking English, the language of the schools and 

playgrounds. Over the course of Rev. Grauer’s pastorate, English was 

slowly introduced into church life: first in Sunday School, then in 

Confirmation, then in special monthly services, until the late 1940s, 

when all worship services were conducted in English. In addition, Rev. 

Grauer oversaw a number of much-needed upgrades to the church’s 

sanctuary & grounds, including new cement work, repairs to the steeple, 

new lighting & doors, & new decorations throughout the church 

buildings. Rev. Grauer’s thirty-six year tenure at St. Paul’s was a great 

blessing. 

 As our church begins what we hope will be a long and 

successful ministry with the Rev. Grade, there may be some changes 

around here. But as the past shows us, change is often a welcome and 

necessary thing. Be open to the ways you might contribute to the 

ongoing life and vitality of St. Paul’s church under its new pastor. See 

you in church! -Chris Ewan 



Communion Services 

 In July & August, we will offer 

 communion on the third Sunday 

 of the month.  Christopher Ewan, 

 Rev. Elizabeth Hazel, & Pastor Jill 

 Christopherson will continue 

 leading us in worship.  

Rev. Susie Grade will  be leading us next on July 26th. 

 

July at St. Paul’s through the 
Years… 

In July of 1928, Irma Redetzke 
was hired as the congregation’s 

secretary. 

The cornerstone for the old St. 
Paul’s church was laid on July 5, 

1886. 

Rev. Don Baumann began his 
pastorate here on July 3, 1979. 

Back in July of 1982, plans were 
begun to redecorate the Guild 

Hall. 

In July of 1937, the 
congregation completed a 
renovation project which 
included new sanctuary 

decorations, indirect lighting, and 
cement steps. 

Work will soon begin on repairing 
and reinforcing the Bell Tower.  

Official Acts of the Church: 

We are looking for 
volunteers to read 

the scriptures, 
opening prayer, & 

call to worship 
during services this 
summer. Please sign 

up on the table 
outside the parlor.

THANK YOU!





SAVE THE 

DATE! 

New Things for 

This Year: 

Lawn Games: 

*Corn Hole 

*Yahtzee 

*Jumbo Jenga 

*Jumbo 

Connect 4 

*Rev. Susie 

Grade 

Volunteers are 

always needed 

for setup & 

cleanup. 

Please contact 

the office to 

sign up. 





Diner’s Club  

Friday, July 17 

6:00 Dinner 

5:30 Refreshments at  

Arrow Sports Club 
6202 Schofield Ave, Weston 

 
Please sign up outside the Parlor or 

call the office at 715-842-3733 if 

you plan on attending. 

Chris Ewan is looking for people interested in 

participating in a day trip to the  

Rudolph Grotto in August. 

Date & Time TBD. 

If you are interested, please contact Chris Ewan or the church 

office at 715-842-3733. 

Rudolph Grotto August Trip? 

Statistics from Our Media 

Ministry Team 

In June, 388 unique visitors viewed 
734 pages on our website. 

Our June 7 worship service had the 
most views (18) in June on YouTube. 

Trip to Order of Julian of Norwich in 
White Lake, WI 

One of our Lenten services this spring centered around the 
life of Julian of Norwich, a 14-century mystic whose 

Revelations of Divine Love became a classic in mysticism 
and in late-medieval literature generally. As it turns out, 
there is a monastic order devoted to Julian in our own 

backyard! The Episcopal Order of Julian of Norwich has its 
monastery in rural White Lake, about an hour and a half 

drive from Wausau. On Thursday, July 23, we’ll leave the 
church parking lot at 2:00 p.m. to tour the monastery, learn 
more about Julian of Norwich and monastic life, and join 
the nuns and guests at their 5:30 worship service. We will 

return to St. Paul’s by 8:00 p.m. Please join us! 



              *Attention* 
   St. Paul’s Food Pantry will be 

   Open Every Thursday in July! 

   **Volunteers Needed** 
          

Hours of Operation: 9:00 am-Noon 

Walk-up: Welcome all operational days 

Financial Report for May 2026: 
Current Giving: 
 May 2026   $14,085.10 
 Monthly Goal  $19,167.00 
 Year to Date:  $89,747.35 

Year to Date Goal:  Under budget by $6,087.65 
Staff Support Expenses:  Under budget by $17,764.82 
Administrative Expenses:  Over budget by $3,896.87 

Program Expenses:  Under budget by $25.89 
Property Expenses:  Over budget $2,790.09  

Dollars and Sense from the Finance Committee: 

We are continuing to see a decline in our current giving. Due to the 

decreased donations to the General Fund, we have had to resort to 
tapping into our savings to pay our monthly bills.  
 

This is concerning, as in the fall our expenses will increase as we will 
be compensating our newly called pastor. The future of St. Paul’s is so 
bright as we look to the future. We are excited about the vitality and 

energy that a newly settled pastor brings.  
 
Therefore we ask that you continue to faithfully financially support the 

ministry and programs of St. Paul’s UCC. Our church has promising 
times ahead of it, and we want to embrace it both spiritually & 
financially. Thank you for your prayerful gifts to support the church. 

HAVE YOU CONSIDERED ELECTRONIC GIVING? 
Enjoy a worry-free summer by setting up electronic giving. No matter 
where you are, your important gifts to the church will continue. Thank 

you for your faithful support of St. Paul’s UCC ministries and 
programs! 

THOUGHTS ABOUT SCRIP... 

 

Just the other day, I was at the gas pump.  

At first I was rather grumpy when pulling into the station. I have a 

van with a 20 gallon tank, and if I get lazy or wait for better 

weather to go to the station, trips to the pump can be expensive.  
 

Then I pulled out my scrip card to pay for the gas. I noticed the 

card had a sun reflecting over water—a beautiful picture. The 

beauty in the picture reminded me that I’m a pretty lucky person. 

First, I could afford to purchase the scrip card, and put gas in my 

tank. For that I am very grateful.  
 

But then I also thought, for what I am paying for gas today—5% 

of that is going back to help the ministries of St. Paul’s. It helps 

pay the preachers who share Christ’s word. The earnings offset the 

costs of Vacation Bible School, teaching our young people 

through scripture and example, the light of Christ. Funds help us 

stay in touch with each other with bulletins, newsletters, e-mails, 

livestreaming, and social media. The proceeds help maintain this 

wonderful church building, which is faithfully used to uplift the 

Congregation and Community of St. Paul’s United Church of 

Christ. 
 

As I realized these many blessings, my attitude turned from 

grumpiness to gratitude. I was blessed to do my little part in 

supporting the ministries of St. Paul’s—and it cost me nothing 

extra to be able to provide that support.  
 

I hope all of you will consider using scrip as you purchase items at 

your favorite gas station, grocery store, department store, or 

restaurant. It’s an easy way to support the church. What a 

wonderful gift to be able to offer this program! 
                                                          

 Blessings, Kris Vraney 
   


