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COMMUNICATOR

Making Room for Wonder
An Advent Reflection from Pastor Susie

“The Word became flesh and made his 

dwelling among us.” — John 1:14

Advent is almost here, and with it comes one of 
the busiest and most wonderful seasons of the 
year! At St. Paul's, we're looking forward to the 
Wausau Holiday Parade, Breakfast with Santa, 

Salvation Army bell ringing, Elf Shop, our 
Community Christmas Dinner, & Christmas Eve 

Candlelight Services. Add to that, our own family 
gatherings, work parties, shopping lists, & holiday 

traditions, and our calendars fill up quickly!
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In the midst, of all this activity, I wonder if we might 
make room for something else this Advent. 

Wonder. 
At the heart of Christmas is one of the most 
extraordinary claims of the Christian faith:

God became human.
Theologians call this the incarnation. The God who 

created the universe chose to enter into the 
ordinary, messy, beautiful, and sometimes painful 

experience of being human.
God did not remain distant. God came near. This is 

the miracle of Emmanuel, which means 

“God with us.” 
With us in our celebrations and our sorrows. With us 
around crowded dinner tables and in the loneliness 

of an empty chair. With us in the extraordinary 
moments & the ordinary routines of everyday life.

What if, instead of trying to make this Christmas 
season perfect, we simply practiced noticing God's 

presence in the middle of it? Perhaps in a child's 
laughter, a generous act, a shared meal, or the 
quiet glow of a candle on Christmas Eve. As we 

enter Advent together, my prayer is that we would 
rediscover the wonder of a God who loves us 

enough to come near.
 Emmanuel. God with us.

Grace & peace in Christ to you this Advent season,
Pastor Susie
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11/08   Gerry B.

11/15   Carla E.

11/22   Pam H.
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11/01   Gerry B.

11/08   Chuck R.

11/15   Jim M.

11/22   Travis S.

11/29   Gerry B.

COMMUNION SETUP/CLEANUP

November 8th:   9AM Gary & Pam H.

Thank you! Gracias! Merci! Danke!
Thank you to all who volunteered and served the church in the 

month of October! 

A special thanks to Gary and Marie Kickbusch, Deb Nass, 

Gayle Woller, and a team of volunteers who collected, priced, 

and displayed merchandise, prepared food, and assisted 

customers during the three-day Treasure Sale, which raised 

more than $5,000 for the church! 

Thank you to everyone who attended Pastor Susie’s Installation 

and helped with the refreshments afterwards. A special thank 

you to Christine Heise, who provided much of the food. 

A special thanks go out to Bill Panzigrau and Wes Helke for 

working with our youth on a Sunday morning when our Youth 

Leader was not here. And another thank you to Gerry 

Brummond for driving the church van for a youth outing to a 

Halloween corn maze. 

St. Paul’s Through the Years: November

The renowned harpist Phyllis Schlomovitz gave a concert 

at St. Paul’s on November 5, 1985.

The church celebrated its 100th anniversary on November 10, 

1963. No word on exactly how they celebrated, but we 

imagine there was plenty of good food, refreshments, and a 

special service, much like when we celebrated St. Paul’s 160th 

anniversary back in 2023.

The dedication of the new sanctuary on November 13, 1961, 

was a big deal. The president of Elmhurst College was 

the keynote speaker at the ceremony.

On November 21, 1963, Mr. Berthold “Burt” Pagenkopf died. 

He had been the superintendent of the Sunday School for 

more than fifty years, a record that will never be matched.

The church’s Senior Choir sang for several radio broadcasts in 

November of 1942, amid WWII.

Source: The 125th Anniversary Calendar of St. Paul’s United Church of Christ, 1988.



Dollars and Sense

Don’t get tricked this 

Halloween! Buy your treats 

with St. Paul’s UCC Scrip. 

Give some treats to the 

church while taking care of 

your trick-or-treaters.

Financial Report for September 2026

Current Giving       $11,374.00

  Monthly Goal      $19,167.00

  Below Budget Year to date  $34,487.65

Staff Support Expenses Year to Date

 Below Budget   $55,536.32

Administrative Expenses Year to Date

 Above Budget    $3,251.30

Program Expenses Year to Date

 Below Budget   $1,693.93

Property Expenses Year to Date

 Above Budget  $1,455.17 

As you prepare your 
Thanksgiving dinners and 

begin your Christmas 
shopping, please remember 
all the opportunities to help 
our church by purchasing 

scrip cards from us.



3







4

If you didn’t get a church 

picture taken in October: 

Please email your picture to:

web@stpaulsuccwausau.org 

We have open enrollment in all our Youth 
Programs. Please fill out a registration form & 

media release for each child.

YOUTH GROUP WISH LIST: https://giftful.com/wishlists/wu7kmVXEXXYw7i1okLAG

mailto:web@stpaulsuccwausau.org
https://giftful.com/wishlists/wu7kmVXEXXYw7i1okLAG
https://giftful.com/wishlists/wu7kmVXEXXYw7i1okLAG
https://giftful.com/wishlists/wu7kmVXEXXYw7i1okLAG
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