COLES COUNTY AIRPORT AUTHORITY

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

TUESDAY, MAY 20, 2026
COLES COUNTY MEMORIAL AIRPORT

COLES COUNTY, ILLINOIS

8:10 A.M.
The meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Coles County Airport Authority was convened at Coles County Memorial Airport, Coles County, Illinois, on Tuesday, May 20, 2026.  Chairman Nelson called the meeting to order at 8:10 a.m.

PRESENT: Commissioners Sauget, Schaefer, Campbell, and Nelson. Manager Fearn, Administrative Assistant Little, and Attorney Smallhorn. 

Commissioner Zimmer was absent.  Hangar Tenant Kushagra Mittal.   

Open
There being no other members of the public present, Chairman Nelson moved the meeting along. Hangar Tenant Kushagra Mittal addressed the board expressing his desire to create an Event Committee for MTO that 
would help bring attention to our airport and create more opportunities for the community to enjoy the airport as a venue and spotlight the services and programs that the Airport currently provides. 

Minutes

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Sauget and seconded by Commissioner Schaefer the minutes for the April 2026 meeting were approved on a roll call vote.  The results were as follows:



Sauget

Yes


Schaefer
Yes



Campbell
Yes



Nelson

Yes
Financial Report
Upon a motion made by Commissioner Campbell and seconded by           Commissioner Schaefer, the financial report for April 2026 was approved on a roll call vote.  The results were as follows:



Sauget

Yes



Schaefer
Yes



Campbell
Yes





Nelson

Yes


D & O Renewal / Addition of Cyber Protection Policy
Manager Fearn addressed the board regarding the upcoming renewal of the Directors and Officers, Cyber Protection, and Terrorism Policy.  He recommended approving the invoice for the 2nd year of the 3-year term with $2 million dollars of coverage. The annual premium is $4,656.00 with a $2,500.00 deductible. Upon a motion made by Commissioner Schaefer and seconded by Commissioner Campbell, the policy was approved on a roll call vote.  The results were as follows:
Sauget

Yes



Schaefer
Yes



Campbell
Yes



Nelson

Yes
General Insurance Liability Policy Renewal  

Manager Fearn presented the Board with information outlining the

renewal for the General Liability Policy Renewal and the FBO endorsement installment payment. There was a 5% increase of $686.00. This rate is locked in for a 3-year period. 
A motion was made by Commissioner Schaefer and seconded by Commissioner Sauget to accept the renewals for a total of  $14,403.00. 

The motion passed on a roll call vote. The results were as follows:





Sauget

Yes





Schaefer
Yes





Campbell
Yes





Nelson 
Yes
FBO Ops Report

Coles County Aviation Assistant Manager Doug Page was unable to attend. Manager Fearn gave the monthly report to the Board.  Fuel Sales were moderate, with 23 operations handled. 
The Airport hosted a field trip with 13 students from St. Michael’s 6th-grade class from Sigel on April 10th. On the 23rd, 33 students from St. John’s Preschool. On April 30th,  the Windsor 4th Grade class came with 22 Students.  All three field trips were a great success. 
April 24th, the Illinois Law Enforcement Community held their Annual VIP Training at the Airport. 

Flight School Revenue was down due to the weather, but Mya was able to certify an additional Pilot for rental of the Cessna 172. 

Audit Agreement 
Manager Fearn presented the Annual Audit Engagement Letter from Kemper CPA Group, noting a 5% increase of $1,400.00. 
Commissioner Schaefer made a motion to proceed with the annual agreement, and the motion was seconded by Commissioner Sauget.  
The motion carried on a roll call vote.  The results were as follows:



Sauget

Yes



Schaefer
Yes



Campbell
Yes





Nelson

Yes
Strategic Planning 



Ronda Sauget addressed the board with updates concerning the Enterprise



Zone and Air Park. Ronda requested that an additional meeting be held



at the beginning of the month to gain information about PTELL, 



our Tax Levy, and Bonding, so we can gain knowledge on all avenues 



of revenue to keep up with inflation and invest in the growth of MTO.



The Board agreed that having specialists in each of those areas would 

be beneficial information going into the planning of the Annual Budget for the new fiscal year. Manager Fearn agreed to organize a panel to come to speak to the board and schedule an additional meeting on June 3, 2026. 
Manager’s Report



Hangar Paving Project 


Milling should start this week. 
Terminal Design
The MTO Management Team worked with our engineering company to make updates to the design for a new terminal building, making additions to include an FBO hangar. 
Aerinova Aerial Lease


Working with Dom to finalize lease and add a SASO agreement for the 


AG business. 

Airport Entrance Sign 
Working on a design for a new entrance sign. 
Underground Tank Remediation
The EPA has outlined a few corrections. Process is moving forward to remediate the old Fuel Farm.   

Terminal Natural Gas
Installation scheduled for June. Meters and Safety Features have been installed. Will be purchasing used or refurbished gas fryers for the Airport Steakhouse to make the transition. Kushagra Mittal offered a Hobbart Contact that will assist.
First Mid Bank Interest Bearing Accounts
Fearn is working with First Mid to streamline the interest across all three accounts, so they are more consistent. 
Snow Broom Replacement 

Fearn is working with MB Companies and Larue to replace our 2005 Snow Broom. Getting estimates to outfit a used OshKosh Chassis. 
Frontage Road Maintenance

Fearn is meeting with Beniach Construction Company to obtain estimates for a project that will micro-surface the frontage road. 
Airshow Update

We have been assigned an FAA Contact for our Waiver Request. The 

Fireworks, pyro, drones and aircraft are all moving forward. Assistant Little is working with Kimmel Insurance to submit our insurance application. We have had several companies commit to sponsorship, to date we have collected $13,925.00. 

Hangar #21

Maintenance Supervisor Bill White installed a new cable lift unit and cables to address an issue with the hangar door on unit #21.  The old motor was also rebuilt and reinstalled. The building that houses the hangar is 56 years old. 

Illinois Public Airports Association 

Manager Fearn has joined the IPAA planning committee to organize the fall conference.

Nutrien Pesticide Training

Maintenance Supervisor Bill White attended the annual training conference in Springfield. 

Airport Tour

Manager Fearn led a tour of the Airport Facilities for Wesley United Methodist Church’s Young at Heart Program on May 19th. 

The group is compiled of retired congregation members. They were able to enjoy lunch at the Airport Steakhouse and then tour MTO Facilities. 

Manager Fearn also arranged for the group to view the new Rural King 

Hangar. 

Operation Safe

Aerinova Aerial will host the annual Operation Safe at MTO next month. It is a two-day training program for Aerial Ag Contractors and Pilots. 

Wildlife Hazard Mitigation Training

Manager Fearn, Bill White, Rod Symonds, Billie Little and Tate Little will participate in the Annual Wildlife Training with the USDA on June 17th. 
Civil Air Patrol 



The Annual Johnson Academy Encampment will be held at MTO from 



June 20th to the 27th. CAP is working on returning to a two-week program. 



Fireworks Meeting



MTO staff will meet with the Mattoon/Charleston tourism departments, 



Emergency Response Department heads, and local and county Law 



Enforcement Department heads on June 11th at noon to finalize plans



for the County Firework’s to be held on July 4th. This year’s show will be 

combined with the 2026 Airshow to celebrate the United States Semi quincentennial.
Scheduled Vacation

Bill White will be on vacation May 26-29th.

Website


780 visits, 1755 page Views, and 58 engagements. 
Facebook
333,079 views, 1,755 engagements and 3,574 interactions. 


Annual Audit 
June 1st – 5th. 
Executive Session
2C6 Leases


No Action Necessary at this time. 

Commissioner Comments & Questions

No further comments or questions. 
Adjournment

There being no further business before the Board, a motion to adjourn was made by Chairman Sauget and seconded by Commissioner Campbell.  The motion carried on a roll call vote. The results were as follows:


Sauget

Yes



Schaefer
Yes



Campbell
Yes



Nelson

Yes

____________________________     
            Recorder 
