COLES COUNTY AIRPORT AUTHORITY

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

TUESDAY, OCTOBER 7, 2025
COLES COUNTY MEMORIAL AIRPORT

COLES COUNTY, ILLINOIS

8:00 A.M.

The meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Coles County Airport Authority was convened at Coles County Memorial Airport, Coles County, Illinois, on Tuesday, October 11, 2025. Chairman Nelson called the meeting to order at the hour of 8:00 a.m.

PRESENT:  Commissioners Nelson, Schaefer, Rasmussen, Campbell and Sauget.  Manager Fearn, Admin. Asst. Little and Attorney Smallhorn.  
 Doug Paige of Coles County Aviation.
Open
There were no members of the public present.  Commissioner Nelson moved the meeting forward. 

Minutes


Upon a motion made by Commissioner Sauget and seconded by 



Commissioner Schaefer, the minutes for the September 2025



meeting were approved on a roll call vote. The results were as follows:


Sauget

Yes

Schaefer
Yes





Rasmussen
Yes



Campbell
Yes

Nelson

Yes


Financial Report

The Board reviewed the September 2025 financial report. Chairman Nelson asked about the payment to LD Mechanical. Manager Fearn told the board that he would provide the invoice. Commissioner Campbell asked if the payment for the 2026 Air Show drones was the final payment. Manager Fearn explained that it was not the final payment; we had one more installment to make. Upon a motion made by Commissioner Rasmussen and seconded by Commissioner Schaefer the financial report for September 2025 was approved on a roll call vote.  
The results were as follows:


Sauget

Yes


Schaefer
Yes





Rasmussen
Yes



Campbell
Yes

Nelson

Yes


FBO Ops Report 



Doug Paige presented the monthly ops report to the Board.  He reported 

that VFR Traffic was heavy for the month of September.

 The 3rd Annual Touch-A- Truck event was on September 6th, there was good attendance. The final 2025 Young Eagles event was on the 20th, 34 Children flew. A total of 90 children flew through the Young Eagles program at MTO in 2025. On September 25th a field trip was hosted for North Bine Homeschool of Arthur, 21 students attended. 
Our Flight Instructor Mya Cobb and her flight student Christopher Martin attended the Annual Education for Employment System 340 Trade Show at Lakeland College. 37 Area schools were in attendance and had a total of 576 students participate. 

Hurst Farm Lease



John Hurst notified the Airport Authority that he will be retiring this 


season. Manager Fearn made a recommendation to the board to open a bid 



between Sweeney Brothers and Donnell for the Hurst Lease. The Lease is



is due February 26, 2026. The board agreed to bid the lease and will vote 



to approve the bids once they are received. 
TIPS 
Manager Fearn presented the board with the Transportation Improvement Program Projection Spreadsheet for the fiscal years 2027-2031 and invited the board to attend the Annual Meeting in Springfield, October 21, at 1:30 p.m. Manager Fearn, Chairman Nelson, Attorney Smallhorn, and Commissioners Sauget, Schaefer, Rasmussen and Campbell plan to attend. 
Terminal Design Drawings


Manager Fearn presented information to the Board with his 

recommendations to update the existing terminal design drawings to include an FBO and Hangar. 


The Board gave Manager Fearn the approval to move forward with the 



Updates with Architectural Expressions in Champaign, with the exception 

that it is not to exceed $6,000.Commissioner Rasmussen made the motion, and Commissioner Schaefer seconded. The motion was approved on a roll call vote. The results are as follows:

                      . 



            Sauget

Yes


Schaefer
Yes





Rasmussen
Yes



Campbell
Yes


Nelson

Yes


Aircraft Insurance


Information from Lindenmeyer Insurance was presented to the Board for 



the renewal of the Aircraft Liability Insurance Policy in place for the 



Cessna 172 Training Plane.  The policy decreased from last year. 

Pavement Crack Fill


Information was reviewed by the Board for work that would be completed



by Huff Sealing of Albion, Illinois to crack fill Runway 11-29. Total cost 
of the project is $24,750.00


Commissioner Sauget made a motion to move forward with the project. 



Commissioner Rassmussen seconded the motion. The motion carried 



on a roll call vote. The results are as follows: 

 
Sauget

Yes


Schaefer
Yes





Rasmussen
Yes



Campbell
Yes


Nelson

Yes

Manager's Report 


Airfield Crack Fill
This project has been completed. 
Airfield Paint
This project has been completed; some additional areas were painted while the crew was on site. 
Mattoon Water Bill
After multiple issues with the postal service issues, the water bill has now been set up so that it will be paid by bank draft. 
IAMA (Illinois Airports Maintenance Association) Fall Conference

Bill White, Rod Symonds and Manager Fearn attended the Conference in Rockford, IL. The event was well attended.


Illinois Public Airport Association IPAA Fall Conference 


Galena Illinois 

Great attendance.  130 attendees, representing 28 airports. 
Ronda Sauget, Mark Nelson, Curt Schaefer, and Manager Fearn attended. 

EAA Young Eagles Flights
September 20th. 34 kids were flown. EIU Daily News reported. 
Charter Flight 
October 10th and 11th, Gardner-Webb will fly in to play at EIU. October 24th EIU will have an Allegiant Charter to fly out of MTO to attend an away game. 
IL Aviation Hall of Fame Banquet
Mark Nelson and Andrew Fearn will attend on October 16th. Manager Fearn will be inducted to the Hall of Fame. 
Titan Fuel Quality Control Training

Bowling Green Kentucky October 28-30th. FBO Manager Doug Paige, Lineman Tate Little, and Maintenance Technician Rod Symonds will attend. 
Facebook   

396,808 views, 227,105 reach, 8,229 interactions and 3,613 followers.
Weights and Measures Annual 

FBO Fuel Trucks passed inspection. 

November 2025 Meeting Date


Due to Veteran’s Day falling on Tuesday this year, the board 



meeting was pushed back one week and will be held on



November 18, 2025. 
Commissioner’s Comments & Questions

Ronda Sauget addressed the board, giving updates on the Enterprise Zone and Regional Planning. No other comments or questions were made. 
Adjournment
There being no further business before the Board, a motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Sauget and seconded by Commissioner Rasmussen.  The motion carried on a roll call vote.  The results were as follows:

Sauget

Yes


Schaefer
Yes





Rasmussen
Yes



Campbell
Yes

Nelson

Yes 

__________________________

                                                      

       Recorder

