COLES COUNTY AIRPORT AUTHORITY

REGULAR MEETING OF THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

TUESDAY, MARCH 10, 2026
COLES COUNTY MEMORIAL AIRPORT

COLES COUNTY, ILLINOIS

8:00 A.M.

The meeting of the Board of Commissioners of the Coles County Airport Authority was convened at the Coles County Memorial Airport, Coles County, Illinois, on Tuesday, March 10, 2026. Commissioner Campbell called the meeting to order at the hour of 8:00 a.m.

PRESENT:  Commissioners Campbell, Rasmussen, and Sauget.

Manager Fearn, and Admin. Asst. Billie Little. 

Doug Paige of Coles County Aviation was also present. 
Chairman Nelson, and Commissioner Schaefer were absent. 

Open
No members of the public were present, so Commissioner Campbell moved the meeting forward. 
Minutes

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Sauget and seconded by Commissioner Rasmussen, the minutes for the February 2026 meeting were approved on a roll call vote.  The results were as follows:


Sauget 

Yes

Rasmussen
Yes.

Campbell
Yes

Financial Report

Upon a motion made by Commissioner Sauget and seconded by Commissioner Rasmussen, the financial report for February 2026 was approved on a roll call vote.  
The results were as follows:


Sauget

Yes


Rasmussen
Yes



Campbell
Yes

FBO Ops Report
FBO manager, Doug Paige presented the Monthly Ops Report to the              Board. VFR traffic was low for February. The flight school has an additional certified renter for the trainer plane. The flight school is picking up now that there has been a break in the weather. 
Strategic Planning – Ronda Sauget 
Ronda Sauget updated the board with the proceedings of the Enterprise Expansion Zone and invited the board to the Annual Meeting for Coles Together on April 23rd. Sauget also shared that Senator Mike Bost will visit Coles County on April 27th. 
Sale of Principal Financial Group Shares



Manager Fearn asked the board for guidance regarding the Principal 



Financial Group Shares. The Authority currently has 660 shares. 



Manager Fearn explained that shares are currently at $90 a share and 



offers have been received to purchase the shares for just over $34,000.00. 



The alternative would be to keep them and continue collecting the annual 


dividend payments and should the need arise sell the shares on 

Computershare.
The Board agreed that the shares should be reserved at this time and sold later if the Authority needs funds for grant shares or upcoming projects. 

Resolution 2026-R-1 Airport Steakhouse Change of Hours



The Board reviewed a resolution made to the Airport Steakhouse Lease 

that gives the Steakhouse Authorization to shorten their hours of  operation during weekdays and close at 2p.m. The change was requested by the Steakhouse to offset the cost of labor and utilities during nonpeak hours. Commissioner Rasmussen made a motion to approve the resolution which was seconded by Commissioner Sauget. The motion was approved on a roll call vote. 

The results were as follows:
Sauget             Yes




Rasmussen 
Yes




Campbell
Yes

Manager's Report


Projects

· Runway Lighting Design – Catex Environmental completed. 
· Airport Master Plan and Airport Layout Plan – Agreements with the State processed and waiting on signatures. Work has started on the design. 
· Hangar Pavement- Contractor Safety Plan approved and construction submittal are coming in. 
· Fence Skirting Project- Contract has been issued. 
· Economic Impact Study- New study underway. Last study was in 2019. Committee will be at MTO tomorrow to survey business tenants and will meet with Manager Fearn. 
· Taxiway A and C Project had the final closeout. 


Cessna 172 Flight Training Plane


Our Flight Instructor Mya Cobb, flew the plane to Hoosier Aviation in 



Terre Haute Sunday for the Annual Maintenance. We are expecting a 



clean report, and the plane should be back in service later this week. 

FCC Radio License
Application has been submitted for renewal. 


Emergency Digital Radio
Three radios needed to be replaced to remain operable after technology advancement.  Total cost $6,150.00
Terminal Window Replacement 
A window in the Steakhouse Restaurant needs replaced. Total cost $1,711.00  This is a 96% increase from the last window replaced. We are seeing this increase across the board for repairs and replacements.
Judy Bowlby Tour 
Manager Fearn gave Mrs. Bowlby a tour of the facilities at MTO, she is running for a Congressional Seat.  
IL Public Airport Association
Holding monthly zoom meetings. Manager Fearn has been attending. 
AEP Airport Emergency Plan Review
CCAA hosted the Annual Part 139 Airport Emergency Plan Review meeting. It was well attended by multiple agencies. 
Rural Urban Luncheon

Tuesday March 17th. The Airport Authority will attend. 

Hanson Engineering

Hanson will be onsite to tour the new Rural King hangar tomorrow

Lavatory Cart



A Lavatory Cart was purchased from GovDeals.com for use at the FBO. 



Coles County Aviation will add this to the list of operations offered to 



attract more jet traffic at MTO. The unit is expected to be in service next



week. The total cost was $10,000.00. The cart has two tanks featuring a 


150/ 100-gallon capacity and is fabricated from stainless steel. 
Facebook

149,024 views, 13,674 Engagements, and 1,390 interactions.
Webpage 

635 Visits, 1,790 Page Views, and 36 engagements.  

Executive Session 2C6 Lease of Property
No action was necessary at this time. 
Leases 


No action was necessary at this time. 


Commissioner’s Comments & Questions

Commissioner Sauget addressed the board to inform them of upcoming meetings with the individual boards for the Enterprise Zone. She explained the interest that the Enterprise Zone and its potential is bringing to the area, including many housing developments. 
Commissioner William Rassmussen addressed the Board thanking them for the opportunity to serve on the board. Rasmussen submitted his intent to retire and recommended James Zimmer to the Coles County Board as his successor. Zimmer is expected to be appointed tonight. Rasmussen was appointed in July of 2007, achieving nearly 19 years of service with the Coles County Airport Authority Board. 

Adjournment

There being no further business before the Board, a motion to adjourn was made by Commissioner Rasmussen and seconded by Commissioner Sauget.  The motion carried on a roll call vote. The results are as follows:



Sauget
 
Yes





Rasmussen
Yes




Campbell
Yes

_________________________                                                              
                                                                Recorder


