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When Steve and Patti Lane made the decision to relocate 
from Lexington to Northern Kentucky, it was with one mission 
in mind – family togetherness.  But that mission had some 
special requirements, one’s they weren’t finding as easily as 
they had hoped.

Patti explained, “Our daughter Stephanie and her family live 
on the east side of Cincinnati, so we knew we needed to be as 
close to the Ohio river as possible.” Steve added, “and our other 
daughter, Shelley, is disabled and so we can’t leave the state of 
Kentucky because of her medical benefits.”  That meant that not 

only did this family need a special location, but they also needed 
a home with special accommodations for the whole family.

In 2020 they found just the right builder, Gerdes and Flesch, 
and just the right location, Taylor Mill. Here they could design 
the ranch home they needed, complete with an elevator for 
Shelley and plenty of room for the four grandchildren they were 
counting on to visit.

Designing a home is not easy but it is particularly difficult when 
you are doing it from 100 miles away.  That meant relying on 
their builder, George Gerdes, for his relationships with local 
vendors. One of the most important of those vendors was their 
kitchen designer and cabinet supplier.

Diary of a “Family Accessible” Kitchen

The Lane Family of Taylor Mill

separate dining room so that end has an area for our coffee cups and we put glass 
in the cabinets to show it off.”

WHAT SPECIAL CONSIDERATIONS DID WAYNE PROVIDE FOR ACCESSIBILITY IN 
YOUR KITCHEN?
“He expanded the space between the island and the cooktop,” shared Steve.  
“That is usually 3 to 4 feet.  We made it 5 feet wide so Shelley could get her chair 
through there.  We also have pull out drawers and then the huge island.  It’s 12 feet 
long, but now we have elbow room and room to move around.”

HOW WAS THE PROCESS OF WORKING WITH W.STEPHENS CABINETRY?
“Wayne was so good at communicating with us,” Steve shared. “He was very 
responsive if we called him, even on Saturdays. He also listens to the customer.  He 
doesn’t come in and say, oh, you need this, this, and this. Especially at my age, I 
don’t need someone telling me what I need. He did offer suggestions, I appreciated 
that, but then we got to choose.”

In the end they were able to build the home that fit their needs and will 
accommodate those family events with their daughter, son-in-law, and grandkids, 
as well as Shelley, and plenty of room for visiting family and friends. W. Stephens 

Cabinetry and Design was able to provide 
design and cabinetry for the kitchen, the 
laundry and four and a half baths as well as a 
gorgeous recreation area and bar downstairs.

HAPPY?
“Wayne was great,” Patti shared.  “The 
attention to detail that he puts into 
the process was amazing. He came out 
personally towards the end to check on 
everything.  He and our builder noticed the 
post on the corner of our bar and knew it 
needed to be trimmed out to look right and 
to match the island.  We agreed but thought 
it would take months to get the matching 
materials.  When we moved in, I came 
downstairs and saw it was done!  I almost 
cried I was so happy.” Steve smiled, “He 
really cares for his customers.”

If you need cabinetry for a kitchen or 
bath or home office, and you want a 

professional designer’s touch, contact 
W. Stephens Cabinetry at 859-331-

8100 or visit their showroom at Dixie 
Highway and Orphanage Rd. in Ft. 

Mitchell; on-line at W.Stephens.com.

Exceptional Design
Exceptional Value

www.wstephens.com
859.331.8100

Fine Cabinetry and Countertops

The only person we design for is You. Your life. Your kitchen.

Exclusively Yours

Patti shared, “We met with Wayne Stephens, 
of W.Stephens Cabinetry and one other 
company.” Smiling she said, “Wayne was just 
so on top of it.”  Steve added, “He met us 
that first day at his showroom and George 
went with us. George had given both 
companies the layout before we came, and 
Wayne was more than prepared and he was 
right on the money. He was ready.”

WHAT TYPES OF DESIGNS DID WAYNE 
STEPHENS SUGGEST THAT YOU ARE 
ESPECIALLY HAPPY ABOUT?
“I really love the mixer lift,” Patti said. “I 
wasn’t going to do that, but my sister-in-
law really thought I should.  Then we were 
home and we tried lifting ours and realized 
how heavy it was.  I love it now. Also, the 
coffee bar. We knew we didn’t want a 


