GUIDE TO
PURCHASING CUSTOM
STONE COUNTERTOPS
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Adding custom stone countertops to your home can be
an exciting and beautiful addition, but it’s important to
take the time to plan and consider key factors before
making a purchase. In this guide, we’ll cover key
factors to consider when selecting the right color for
the room, design considerations, and types of stone
patterns to consider for various personalities within the
room. We’ll also include a description of the process
to ordering and installing stone countertops, so you
know what to expect every step of the way.

There are many emotional reasons why people
choose to buy custom stone countertops. For one,
custom stone countertops can enhance the overall
aesthetic appeal of a space, which can create a sense
of pride and satisfaction in one’s home or living area.
The beauty of natural stone surfaces can also provide
a sense of luxury and sophistication, which can
contribute to a feeling of exclusivity and status. Custom
stone countertops can also add a sense of warmth
and comfort to a space, making: it more inviting and
welcoming. Additionally, the durability and longevity
of custom stone surfaces can provide peace of mind
and a sense of security, knowing that the investment
will provide value and functionality for years to come.
Overall, the emotional reasons for choosing custom
stone countertops are ‘highly personal and can vary
depending on individual preferences and needs.

Color Selection “

When selecting a stone color, you want to make sure that it complements the color scheme of your room. A good
rule of thumb is to select a color that is one shade lighter or darker than the color of your cabinetry. For instance,
if you have white cabinets, you may want to consider a light gray or beige stone. If you have dark cabinets, a
darker shade of stone like black or brown may be a good fit. You also want to consider the overall theme of your
room. A neutral color like white or gray will offer a timeless and classic look, while a bold color like blue or red can
create a more contemporary feel.

In addition, To choose the right color for the room, it is important to think about the colors that will be complementary
with the existing décor. It is also important to consider-the mood of the room and what type of personality the
countertops will be used by. For example!'if the room is bright and cheerful, then a light color like beige or yellow
would be a good choice. If the room is*more subdued, then a darker color like black or brown might be a better
choice.

‘Design Considerations

When designing your custom stone countertops, consider the functionality of your
space. Do you need a lot of counter space? Would you like to incorporate a bar or
a seating area? If you have a small kitchen, you may want to consider a waterfall
edge to create the illusion of more space. Another design consideration is the type
of sink you want to incorporate. Do you prefer an under-mount sink, or do you want
a sink that sits on top of the countertop? These design elements can greatly impact
the overall look and feel of your kitchen or bathroom.

Further, When choosing a design for the countertops, it is important to think about
what the person will be using the countertops for. For example, if the person will be
using them for cooking, then a countertop with a lot of surface area is a good choice.
If the person will be using them for eating, then a countertop with a lot of detail and
curves is a good choice.

Typesof
Stone Patterns

There are a variety of stone patterns to consider
when selecting your custom stone countertops. When
selecting a stone pattern for the countertops, it is
important to think about the personality of the person
who will be using the countertops. For example, if the
person is a very organized person, then a pattern with
a lot of lines and angles is a good choice. If the person
is more spontaneous and expressive, then a pattern
with a lot of curves and swirls is a good choice.
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Look at different stone patterns: Different stone
patterns can{,add a unique touch to your counter
tops. Consjder patterns such as veins, speckles,
and waves, and select a pattern that complements
your overall design.




Types of Stone Patterns

Consider your budget

Before starting your search, you should have a clear.

idea of how much you are willing to spend. Stone
countertops can vary in price depending on the type
of stone and the level of customization required.

Think about maintenance

Different stones require different levels of
maintenance, so you should consider how much
time and effort you are willing to put into keeping
your countertops looking their best. Granite and
quartz are both very low maintenance, while marble
requires more attention.
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Choose the right stone

There are many types of stone available, including
granite, marble, quartz, and soapstone. Each has its
own unique properties and benefits, so you should
consider what you want out of your countertops.
For example, granite is highly durable and scratch-
resistant, while marble has a more luxurious
appearance.

Consider the space

When it comes to selecting the color of stone for your
countertops, you should consider the overall aesthetic
of the room. If the room is already very busy with lots
of patterns and colors, you may want to choose a
more neutral stone to avoid overwhelming the space.
On the other hand, if the room is fairly plain, you may
want to choose a style and pattern that has more style
and personality to become the focal point of the room.
It is important to note that a darker stone will not make
a room look darker, so if you feel a dark stone would
be the right fit, do not second guess your selection in
fear that it may darken the space.
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At Custom Stone Interiors we take the time
with you, so you can touch, see, and feel the
difference in stone countertops. It’s almost as if
the stone chooses you. Schedule a no-obligation
visit to our showroom today.

We Provide an
Estimate in a Day
with No Delay.

A free estimate for custom stone countertops typically
includes detailed information about the materials to be
used, the dimensions of the countertop, and the cost
of materials and installation. The estimate may also
include information about the timeline for the project
and any additional fees that may apply. When reviewing
the estimate, it is important to pay close attention to
the materials being used and ensure they match your
expectations. Additionally, make sure that all dimensions
are accurate and that there are no hidden fees or costs
that are not clearly stated. To determine if a company is
reputable, it is'important to do some research. Look for
reviews online, check with the Better Business Bureau,
and ask for references from the company. A reputable
company should be willing to provide references and
have a track record of providing quality work and
excellent customer service. When comparing bids from
different companies it is very important to look at the
details and specifics as these often vary significantly.

CONSIDERATIONS TO
CHOOSING THE RIGHT FINISH

Choosing the right finish for your countertop is an
important decision that can greatly impact the overall
look and feel of your space. When selecting a finish,
there are several factors to consider, such as the level
of durability you require, the amount of maintenance
you are willing to perform, and the aesthetic qualities
you desire. Some popular finishes include polished,
honed, and leathered. A polished finish is highly
reflective and smooth, but may show scratches and
require regular cleaning. A honed finish is smooth
but matte, and is more forgiving when it comes to
scratches and stains. A leathered finish is textured and
matte, with a more natural look and feel, but is not
appropriate for a desktop where you might do writing.
It is important to consider the pros and cons of each
finish, as well as how they will fit with your overall
design aesthetic and functional needs, before making
a final decision.

WHAT TO EXPECT WHEN
SELECTING YOUR TOPS

When making an appointment at a custom stone
countertop company, you can expect to be treated
with the highest level of respect and courtesy.
The company will work with you to schedule a
convenient time for you to visit the showroom and
view the raw stone slabs in stock. When you arrive
at the showroom, you will be greeted by friendly and
knowledgeable staff who will guide you through the
selection process. You can expect a no-pressure
sales experience, as the staff will help you choose
the perfect stone slab for-your project based on your
preferences and needs. They will encourage you
to take your time and explore all of the available
options, and will be on hand to answer any questions
you may have. Remember, the stone slab should
practically choose you, and the team at the custom
stone countertop company will ensure that you have
a positive and memorable experience.




THE PROS AND CONS
TO A POLISHED FINISH

A polished finish on a stone countertop is highly reflective and smooth, which can create a sleek and modern look.
It is also very durable and resistant to scratches and stains. However, it can require regular cleaning to maintain
its shine and may show fingerprints and smudges more easily than other finishes. Additionally, a polished finish
may not be suitable for all stone types, as some stones may be prone to etching or scratchlng when polished.
Overall, a polished finish can be a great choice for those seeking a high-end, modern look and are willing to put
in the maintenance effort to keep it looking its best.

=

THE PROS AND CONS
OF A HONED FINISH
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A honed finish on a stone countertop is smooth but matte, which can create a softer and more natural look
compared to a polished finish. It is also more forgiving when it comes to scratches and stains, as it does not show
them as easily. A honed finish can mute the natural color and patterns of the stone so a finished sample in your
selected stone should be reviewed. The matte finish may show water spots and other blemishes more easily
than a polished finish. Overall, a honed finish can be a good choice for those seeking a more natural or rustic
look, and who are willing to perform the necessary maintenance to keep it looking its best.

THE PROS AND CONS
OF A LEATHERED FINISH

A leathered finish on a stone countertop has a textured and matte appearance, which can create a unique and
natural look. It is also very durable and resistant to scratches and stains, as the texture can hide minor blemishes.
Additionally, a leathered finish can enhance the natural color and patterns of the stone, creating a one-of-a-kind
look. However, a leathered finish may require more maintenance than other finishes, as the textured surface can
make it more difficult to clean and may require more frequent sealing. The texture may also make it more difficult
to roll out dough or perform other kitchen tasks that require a smooth surface. Finally, the cost of a leathered
finish may be higher than other finishes due to the additional labor required to achieve the texture. Overall, a
leathered finish can be a great choice for those seeking a unique and natural look, and who are willing to perform
the necessary maintenance to keep it looking its best.

ESTABLISHING A
REASONABLE BUDGET

When preparing a budget for custom stone countertops, consumers should consider several factors that may
impact the overall cost. One major factor is the type of stone selected, as different types of stone can vary greatly
in price. Additionally, variations in stone, such as patterns or veining, can also impact the price. Color can also
play a role, as rarer or more exotic colors may be more expensive. Other factors that can impact cost include
the size and shape of the countertops, the thickness of the stone, and any additional features such as cutouts
for sinks or cooktops. As a general rule of thumb, consumers can expect to pay anywhere from $50 to $250 per
square foot for custom stone countertops, depending on the factors mentioned above. It is important to work with
a reputable custom stone countertop company that can provide a detailed estimate based on the specific needs
of the project.

THAT’S A BIG RANGE IN COST
PER SQUARE FOOT VARIABILITY : 4P
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That is correct, that is why it is so important you consider the reputation of who you are buying your stone from.
The majority of consumers in this industry do not fully understand the complexities behind a quality piece of stone
and a poor-quality cut of stone. As a result, it is easy for a company to take advantage of the lack of knowledge
and offer a “premium” stone to a customer that is not in fact premium.

A COUNTERTOP WITH PERSONALITY

A custom stone countertop can be a beautiful addition to any room, adding a unique personality and character
to the space. Stone countertops are available in a wide range of colors, patterns, and textures, making it easy
to find the perfect match for any design style. The natural beauty of the stone can provide a stunning focal point
in a room, while also serving as a durable and functional surface for cooking, dining, or working. Custom stone
countertops can be designed to fit any space, whether it is a large kitchen island or a small bathroom vanity. With
SO many opti?as available, a custom stone countertop can truly reflect the individual style and personality of the
homeowner,Creating a space that is both functional and beautiful.



TYPES OF CUSTOM STONE -,

When it comes to custom stone countertops, there are several different types of surfaces to choose from, each
with their own unique characteristics and benefits. gt

GRANITE

Granite is a popular choice for its durability and
natural beauty, while engineered stone is known
for its non-porous surface and low maintenance
requirements.

MARBLE

is a classic option that adds a touch of eleganceto
any space, while soapstone is a softer and more  *
natural-looking option that can add warmth and
charm to a room.
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Other options include travertine, limestone, and onyx, each with their own distinet look and feel. With
so many options available, homeowners can.choose the perfect custom stone surface to fit their unique
style and needs.

PROS AND CONS TO
MARBLE SURFACES

Marble countertops are a classic and elegant option
for those looking to add a touch of sophistication to
their home. Marble is a natural stone that is available
in a range of colors and patterns, with each piece
offering a unique and luxurious look. However, there
are a few potential downsides to consider. Marble is
a relatively soft and porous material, making it more
prone to scratches and stains than other options. It
also requires regular sealing to prevent damage and
maintain its appearance. Marble can be relatively
expensive compared to other options and it is prone
to etching, scratching, and staining in a high use
area like a kitchen. Finally, the natural variations
in marble can make it difficult to match pieces or
create a cohesive look throughout the space. This
consideration is another reason to select a competent
fabricator as this issue can be investigated and
resolved before any stone is cut. Overall, marble
countertops can be a beautiful and luxurious option
for those willing to invest in their natural beauty and
take care to maintain them properly.

PROS AND CONS TO
GRANITE SURFACES

Granite countertops are a popular choice for their natural
beauty, durability, and low maintenance requirements.
Granite is a natural stone that is available in a wide
range of colors and patterns, making it easy to find the
perfect match for any design style. Itis also very durable,
resistant to scratches, heat, and stains, making it ideal for
use in kitchens and other high-traffic areas. Additionally,
granite is a relatively low-maintenance option, requiring
only periodic sealing to maintain-its appearance. Some
homeowners also find that the natural variations in the
stone can make it difficult to match pieces or create a
cohesive look throughout the space. Finally, granite is
a porous material and can stain if spills are not cleaned
up promptly, making it important to take care when using
certain substances on the surface. Overall, granite
countertops can be a beautiful and durable option for
those willing to invest in their natural beauty and take
care to maintain them properly.

PROS AND CONS TO
QUARTZ SURFACES

Quartz countertops are a popular and practical option
for those seeking a low-maintenance surface. Quartz
is a man-made material that is composed of ¢rushed
quartz and resin, making it highly durable and resistant
to scratches and stains. Quartz countertops are also
non-porous, meaning they do not require sealing and
are highly resistant to bacteria growth. Another benefit of
quartz is that it is available in a wide range of colors and
patterns, allowing homeowners to find the perfect match
for their design style. However, there are a few potential
downsides to consider. While quartz surface is resistant
to heat the resin component of the material is much
more easily damaged by heat leaving a scorched area
that is very difficult or impossible to repair. Additionally,
quartz surface is quickly damaged by exposure to
direct sunlight making it unsuitable for any area
regularly exposed to unfiltered sunlight. Additionally,
while quartz is highly durable, it can still chip or crack
if subjected to significant force. Finally, quartz can be
relatively expensive compared to other options, and the
installation process can require professional expertise.
Overall, quartz countertops can be a highly practical and
versatile option for those seeking a low-maintenance
surface that can withstand everyday wear and tear.



PROS AND CONS TO
SOAPSTONE SURFACES

Soapstone countertops are a unique and beautiful option that can add warmth and character to any space.
Soapstone is a natural stone that is composed mainly of talc, giving it a smooth and velvety texture. Soapstone
countertops are also highly durable and resistant to heat, stains, and bacteria growth, making them ideal for
use in kitchens and bathrooms. Another benefit of soapstone is that it is available in a range of colors and
patterns, from light gray to dark green. However, there are a few potential downsides to consider. Soapstone
is a relatively soft material, making it prone to scratches and dents. Additionally, soapstone can be relatively
expensive compared to other options, and the installation process can require professional expertise. Overall,
soapstone countertops can be a beautiful and durable option for those seeking a unique and natural look, but
they require regular maintenance and care to maintain their appearance.

THE PROS AND CONS
TO ONYX SURFACES.

Onyx countertops are a luxurious and stunning option that can add a unique and elegant touch to any space. Onyx
is a natural stone that is characterized by its translucent appearance and rich colors, ranging from deep greens
and browns to soft pinks and creams. Onyx countertops can be backlit, which enhances their beauty and creates
a dramatic effect. However, there are several potential downsides to consider. Onyx is a very soft and delicate
stone, which makes it prone to scratches and cracks. It is also highly porous, which means it requires regular
sealing to prevent staining and damage from acidic substances. Onyx is also relatively expensive compared
to other custom stone surfaces, making it a less practical option for those on a tight budget. Additionally, the
installation of onyx countertops requires professional expertise to ensure proper handling and care. Overall, onyx
countertops can be a striking and beautiful addition to a space, but they require careful maintenance and are best
suited for those who prioritize aesthetics over practicality.

WHAT STONE TYPE IS GENERALLY
THE MOST AFFORDABLE?

Among the various types of custom stone surfaces, granite tends to be the most affordable option. While prices
can vary depending on factors such as color, pattern, and rarity, granite is generally less expensive than other
options such as marble or quartz. However, it's important to note that the cost of custom stone countertops will
depend on many factors, including the size of the project, the complexity of the design, the finish applied and the
specific materials chosen. It’s always a good idea to obtain a detailed estimate from a reputable custom stone
countertop company before making a final decision.

CUSTOM STONE SURFACES
GO BEYOND THE KITCHEN

Custom stone surfaces can be used for a wide range of applications throughout the home and beyond. In
addition to kitchen countertops, custom stone surfaces can be used for bathroom vanities, shower surrounds,
and tub decks. They can also be used for fireplace mantels, hearths, and accent walls. Outdoor applications for
custom stone surfaces include patio and pool surrounds, outdoor kitchens, and decorative garden elements.
With a vast array of colors, patterns, and finishes to choose from, custom stone surfaces can be used to enhance
the aesthetic appeal of any space, while also providing durable and long-lasting performance. Whether used
for functional or decorative purposes, custom stone surfaces offer a timeless and elegant touch to any home or
outdoor living area.

CONCLUSION

We hope that this guide has provided you with valuable
information and insights to help you make an informed
decision about choosing the right custom stone surface
for your needs. At our company, we take pride in
providing the highest quality products and exceptional
customer service. Our surface experts are always
available to answer any questions you may have
and provide guidance throughout the entire process.
Whether you are looking for a new kitchen countertop
or a unique outdoor feature, we are here to help. So
please don’t hesitate to give us a call and request your
free estimate today. There is no such thing as a dumb
question, and we are happy to provide any assistance
you need to make your vision a reality. We look forward
to the opportunity to serve you.



Call to Schedule Your
Free, No-Obligation
Consultation Today

CUSTOM STONE
INTERIORS

Website

www.customstoneinteriors.net

Primary Address:

23707 65th Ave - Saint Augusta, MN 56301

Primary Phone:
(320) 251-1161

Northern Showroom Address:

33754 Charles Ave, Jenkins, MN 56474

Northern Showroom Phone:

(320) 330-9079



