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Quadriplegic Lawyer
Builds Thriving Practice

By Jowiss O, L sasorsr. Minsa

There's a sirip mall near the harbor in Lyonn with o Dunkin' Donts,
n tanning salon, & beriending school, & disco and the law office of
Michae| F. Mahoney — whe “loves bringing gant insuranoe oonps
nifs bo thewr knees.”

Mahoouev's office = s 2 [HA) S ke Fewk. bast lasd wear il weEnerabea
Lo 1] !-Il-l'!lﬁ.ir'i' verdicts and setilements, amd i delivensd more than
£33 mullion to the doeens of tort victims el Maboney served

Mahaney =ays hiz business “has been more than doubling every
yeaur” singe he graduated from |law school five years sgo and bung oul
hiiz shingle,

He s particalarty prowd of a §1.9 millien stroctomed settlement he
recently obtuined for o podestrinn who was struck in a crosswalk in
Revere, but he fele o specinl empathy for all lus inpered cleents

That's bechuse '1..1.'III.|.-5|.1:FI"'F_ Michas] Francs Mahoney broke bas
mich in & diving aocident when he was 21, He says e undersiands
sevepi]y imgured clicntz hoth mislieslly and emotzonally

“Techrically, | am a quadriplegic bocause | have Emited use of my
hands” saws H.\hl:lm'}'. who wheels armund his office energetically
wiiabe palcing with his st

Mahoney started out on his own, butl now employs one attormey anid
three mssistanis. Moving around the office, Mahoney demonstrates
how his stafl takes care of the organization and technobogy that Las
sappperied the growth of has business

Hi: panis to portable scanners and priniers thal can bow wp photas
in the courtroom, and laplop projeciors that con break diven videos
inko single frames

Muhopey demanstrates oolat enhaticed X raye arul anstomical blew-
upe with the enthusiasm of & kid 16 & candy store

He shows off & poster board of an *snterior cervienl diskectomy” that
lnvered an sctual phots of his client on top of B cul-spen depiction of
her internal injuries, and he points Lo rows of medies] treatipes on his
Eumskoncthr lves,

"|'r|-;uh|: ot Lo p-n-.-]h mvaell because I'm =a lucky,” exclaims
Mahonay, who staried law school at the age of 35 *F'm so proud of my
wiffice, nnd i is 80 much fan W@ come o work here | finally found a
cireer whare | can just keep on growing.®
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T'm the kind of guy you meet in the diner,” altorney
Michael F. Mahoney sayvs.

The Road To Success
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I started out doing eriminal law in Salk i Jiast o el el oourt, s
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| oomiled eosmt my cases in my head,” he says. “Ther | sided personal
anpuary and had 20 or 30 cases. Now, F'm buasy with personnl injery
premises labnlety and medscal muilpractice, 1 have to e i all om my
oo paler.”

Mahoney notes that “the low ts difficudt, bt the important thing s
b s npy ety day mnd go fo work.”

The North Shore lawyer says he usnally works 10 w0 12 hours a day,
milding that he also works “Saturdays until two, s on Sundays [ usu-
nlby s chents it kocal diners — like the Hoarseshoe Calie. e TEpre:
senifed laldf the peuple i the oalie,” he uiips

Mahonwy maintains that hard work builds imvaluable expenence.
*Far instanes, you have b learn which insuranos companses will setile
and which ones delay. Some require suil rght away o get them to
act.” says Mahoney.

Experience has also taughi Maboney where to sniff owt information
He has used the medin to find nfrmatson hadden from disewery o)
miore thah ohe oocaskon.

Fuor rhlllp-h'. b poinis o a ey thst was hat by o track on their
way b Hiverssde Park

“We requiested that the defendant preserve the trock snd any pho-
s, A vice pressdent snid ahe ook phestos but did net know where they
were, afid &nid the company hid lost the treck.” says Mahooey

“But we found & news station with footagn of the sccsdent, amd we
were able o subpornn their video,” he says, adding that his chienta
ultimately gol & large settlement

Mahoney also suggests that young liwyers goin an organization like
the American Tral I.nwyl.-n- Assorintion, and find a poel montor whs
will share iy both sweovsses arad nglures.

“¥Vou have o get the nght people in your life,” he says, praising
atiormeys Alan L. Cantor afl Boston and Pawl Nathan of Salem. *They
hiave been there for me on o daily basss, even on Sundays,”

Malwoney also thinks he i a better lowyer because of his own
injuries and medseal history.

1 Enerw wheust bladkder functions. | understand necessibality ssues, |
know that something like a sink wath the nght cabinets can be o big
bl & wou're im & chair.” be remarks.

Mahoney sounds like an enthusiastic student when he ndde: =1
picked wp my first hond injury case and learned every part of the brain
el s functions. By the timse of medistion, | ksew my brains ®

But no mintter bow much sucoess he's had, Mahoney notes that he's
still "8 nervois wreck before trial. Maybe that's why | do & good job
becatiss I'm =0 nervous about everything heing proper el wurking
right.”

H.th!ﬂ.‘ll‘_‘.‘ welctmis the fear, a8 bae 'ﬂ'l'h‘lﬂhl"ﬁ Hljlrl_—r-mnq-\.. I'_t.l-r;|||_1.-,-
'hnr..ng n great miversary pust hrings ot the beat in you”

Evwen when an adversary defoats him, be finds suoess

1 lest a trial in Salem, snd it woe bag.” hir recalls

“The ather side hud offered over 550,000, and | Ggured it was warth

250 (M. It cammi banck mern,” b saye shaking his hesd

*But vou know the best part™ he snaps back. “] have gotlen six
referrals as a direct resull, two from ourt allicers who watched the tr
i

Fun And Funny

Mahoney & hardly all work and no play. In fact, he says, the law
does not seem like work at all, & feeling he demonstrates with his offics
dernr.

Mahoney's office leatures heavyweight boxing memorahilia, alng
with :'I-utumphrd. mivie podlers from Wsoodfeline”™ and "My Cousin
Vinny,” all of which he obtained from trips to Las Viegss

*1 have been 1o Vegas five times in the last year.” he savs. “1 also
have ssason tokels to IHI'HIEH. |:'ﬂ-;ll-ﬂl_'. foosthasl] with & hall-doden moar
afficers. We all lowd up in my vin and have & great Lime.”

Mahonery jokes that one of the officors handeuffed him to his whesl
chair during n court recess, 1 was making fun of him for ketting » pris-
cner @get out of & window in Salem so he stuek me nomy chair,” he savs

1 just think I'm so scepled that they can gool on me, nod 1 like 12
good on them oo, That's just my personality,” he notes

Midhoiev s theste ame o rgglrves” {n prcicang Lew mon whookd uer
exrepl, perhags, or the tame be tred & e Sadem nnd ot stock betweon the
it starel arwl the pory oo during has epemning:

1 was trving fo get unwedged and still trving ta be eool, boike ing like

| was urler control,” he says with n grin,

Mabkomey observes that he wnwd his frends “are just regubar peys. Ns
the kind of guy vou mest in e diner®

Her says he hikes “an old-style sense of humar,” panting o an mate-
graphesd photo of Don Knotts, *My son and | kove old television. We're
obeessed with the Andy Griffith Shew,” he says,

Mahoneey's B-year-old son, Paul, 5 part of lus “good lock ritual”
berfire: each trial

11 do mv opeming and closmng for hom e mught before tnal It stmri-
o when ke was a little kikl." says the trial veleran

1 used 1o ask ‘guilty or moocenT and he would say “Innocent, Dnd”
Norw | sy “Wleat do vou think™ and he replies “That persan deserves to
win,” Maboney says smiling

“Yankee Doodle Dandy'

“My inther was a linotype operator working o The [Boston) Globe
anid the Reoord American.” Mabhoney recalls. “He carried o hittle nows
clip bt Michnel Franos Mahoney, 3 Yankee Doodle Dandy, born on
thie fourth ol Jully, 19687 ki midds

Mikosiey says he grow up “mostly m Medford, Somerville and Head-
ing” in a “colorful family that was half-Ialian and balfInish.”

He ifondly remembers “mcarond Samdays at his grandmother's™ apd
learning at § years ald how to play lisr's poier at 6 bar callled Trickers
in Makden ~

Put his dad died when be was only 15, and six years bater be broke
hiz neck diving &t Red Bock 1n Lymn

“l spent & tough year in the bospital,” ke says. “1 had to strve for
independence, bui [ lenrned & kot sbowt sdversity and character. My
sk ws hrolicn Bust nod 1y sparit,” he aays

Mahoney learned “there is nothimg | can't handle today. I you keep
1 in & clwy, 3t es =0 moch ersier b sarvivie,”

He: boghit & modified van and “put a killer microphone and stereo in
it — the loudest and best on the Lynnway,*

Thien bie was intreduced o Fran Clan, the bazs ayer for “Hoston,”
who sugpested running parties oul of the van. That got Mahoney start
ol doing weddings, might club gigs and “making more money than my
prodessnrs in schoal ~

While he was an entorininer, Mahoney met his wifo, Ellen, and she
Irrl.-ughl: it e world & "Yoankese Doodle son of a Yankee Dooidle
Dandy.”

Ellen threw Mike a surpnse party oo July 3, 1992, and went into
lshor after the pary, “That night Paul was bom five weeks early on
my birthday,” Mahaney says prowdly

A nurse by training, Ellen e the one whe wall really tell me i there
is spething wreng with one of my cases,” he sy

Bot it was his father's eall that led him w Basten College Law
Schwond

“All he wantid me to do was stiend BC. sned 1| did Dot realize uneil 1
ot there, at 15, that [ mever hagd & [AHECT AT fisr .;\“|:q"|'|'|p||.‘|,: like th= law "
b remmembars

“Those were three of the best vears of my life, and the preatest sia
venrs camse afler thal in priectics. It just kespe getting better. | lewve
being a lawyer like | e to brenthe,” he exclzims

Muhoney savs that be even poes b bed with a tape recorder g0 that
e can makes moles about 5 cnses when he wokes wp in the middle of
the naght

Mo loe wanla Lo pay tribute (o all the people who hrought him to
his destany

"We have o bug wall in the office, and on that wall will be painted a
jury bai in Salem Saperor Court. The jury will have 12 people, my
fraends, my dad and some others who are gone now,” Mabaney muses

“There's going o be a lot of people i this room roting for me, and
it ise best way | con thank of tn honor their memory,” Mahoney savs
aimulary

Mahenay 1s partioalarty wistful nboat his father

“He just wanted me to have an educatios, it | was known more [or
artslastic inchifferenor in my vouth. The leasons b treed te tench me s
1 kid only made sense as an sdule,” e savs

Mahenary speaks slower and sofler as he adda, "When | graduated
from lnw schond, | teok & diplema 1o my (ather's grave and it it there
with my son. It was sort of like making amends. 1 knew that some-
where he was very prood of me.”



