
CHECKLIST:  PIPER ARCHER N43956 (REV 3/8/23) CHECKLIST:  PIPER ARCHER N43956 (REV 3/8/23) 

Pre-Flight Inspection 
Cockpit Check 

Discrepancy Book ........ Checked 
Aircraft Docs (AROW) .. On Board 
Weight & Balance ............... Check 
Hobbs Time ........................... Note 
Ignition ........... Off / Keys on Dash 
Throttle & Mixture .... Idle / Cut Off 
Control Lock .................. Remove 
Parking Brake ......... Set if Needed 
Avionics Power Switch ............. Off 
Autopilot Power Switch ............ Off 
Master Switch ........................... On 
Pitot Heat Switch .....................  On 
Fuel Indicators ..................... Note  
Fuel Valve .... Set to Lowest Tank 
Flaps  ................................. Extend 
Interior Lights............. Operational 
Exterior Lights ........... Operational 
Trim Wheels ............................ Set  
Pitot Tube Heat  . Check, then Off 
Master Switch ........................... Off 
Circuit Breakers .............. Check In 
Windscreen ....................... Clean? 
 

Right Wing 

Flaps, Hinges & Actuators. . Check 
Aileron & Hinges ..... Free / Check 
Position Light / Strobe ........ Check 
Fuel (Level, Sump, Vent) .. Verify 
Wing Tie-Down .......... Disconnect 
Main Tire / Strut ................... Good 
Brakes .......... Not Leaking / Good 
Chocks ............................ Remove 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Nose 

Engine Oil Level ......... 6 to 8 Qts. 
Cowl Fasteners (Right) ...... Check 
Cowl Plugs ..................... Remove 
Propeller & Spinner ............ Check 
Alternator & AC Belts ......... Check 
Landing / Taxi Light ........... Check 
Induction Air Filter ........... Check 
Fuel Strainer (on Left) ... Sample 
Cowl Fasteners (Left) ........ Check 
Nose Wheel Strut & Tire .... Check 
Chocks ............................ Remove 
 

Left Wing 

Fuel (Level, Sump, Vent) .. Verify 
Main Tire / Strut ................... Good 
Brakes .......... Not Leaking / Good 
Chocks ............................ Remove 
Stall Indicator ..................... Check 
Pitot / Static Probe ............. Check 
Wing Tie-Down .......... Disconnect 
Position Light / Strobe ........ Check 
Aileron & Hinges. ............... Check 
Flaps, Hinges & Actuators . Check 
 

Fuselage & Empennage 

Antennas ........................... Secure 
Tail Tie-Down ............. Disconnect 
Control Surfaces ... Free & Secure 
Position Light ..................... Check 
Baggage Door ..Closed / Locked 
 
 

Go to Before Starting Engine 
Checklist → 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Before Starting Engine 

Chocks / Tie-downs .. Removed? 
Keys  ............................ In Ignition 
Passenger Briefing ... S.A.F.E.T.Y. 
Seats, Belts .......... Adjust & Lock 
Brakes  ........................ Test & Set 
Circuit Breakers .............. Check In 
Flaps ................................. Retract 
Fuel Selector ........... Lowest Tank 
Carb Heat ..................... Cold / Off 
Beacon  .................................... On 
Before Starting Eng. Chklst ........   
Complete 
 

Starting Engine 

Air Conditioner ..........................Off 
Mixture  .................................. Rich 
Throttle .............. ¼” Cold, ½” Hot 
Master Switch & Fuel Pump ..... On 
Prime .......................... As Needed 
Primer ....................... In & Locked 
Propeller area ..................... Clear 
Ignition ......... Crank / 10 Sec Max. 
Throttle ............ Adjust 1000 RPM 
Oil Pressure ......... Check normal 
Fuel Pump ................................Off 
Fuel Pressure ..................... Check 
Mixture .................... Lean for Taxi 
Starting Eng. Chklst ..  Complete 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Before Taxi 

Air Conditioner ........ On if Needed 
Avionics Master Switch ............ On 
ANR Headsets ......................... On 
Flaps ............................ Retracted 
Radios / GPS ........................... Set 
Radios  ................................... Test 
Transponder ...Alt / Squawk Code 
ATIS / ASOS ...................... Obtain 
Altimeter  ................................. Set 
Heading Indicator  ................... Set 
Flight Instruments .... Check & Set 
Clearance & Ground ..... If Needed 
Parking Brake.................. Release 
Brakes (hand and foot) .......... Test 
Autopilot ........................ Test / Off 
Electric Trim ................... Test / On 
 
Before Taxi Chklst .....  Complete 
 

Taxi to Run-up Area… 
 

Engine Run Up 

Parking Brake.......................... Set 
Fuel Quantity ................ Re-Check 
Fuel Pump ................................ On 
Fuel Valve  ............... Fullest Tank 
Throttle ......................... 2000 RPM 
 Engine Instruments .......... Green 
 Annunciator Panel .......... Check 
 Magnetos .. <175 RPM Drop, 50 
Diff. 
 Ammeter ......................... Check 
 Carb Heat ....................... Check 
 Suction gage ................... Check 
 Fuel Pressure ................. Check  
 Fuel Pump ... Off / Check Press 
 Throttle ................................. Idle 
 Throttle ...................... 1000 RPM 
Throttle Friction Lock ......... Adjust 
Parking Brake.................. Release 
Engine Run Up ............ Complete 
 

Go to the Before Takeoff 
Checklist → 



CHECKLIST:  PIPER ARCHER N43956 (REV 3/8/23) CHECKLIST: PIPER ARCHER N43956 (REV 3/8/23) 

Before Takeoff 

Flaps ......................... As Required 
Trim Controls ........................... Set 
Flight Controls .... Free & Correct 
Mixture ................... Full Rich / DA 
Fuel Pump ................................ On 
Fuel Valve ................ Proper Tank 
Carb Heat ................................. Off 
Lights / Strobes .......................  On 
Heading Indicator ........... Recheck 
Comm / Nav / GPS / OBS ....... Set 
Transponder .. Alt / Squawk Code  
Door & Upper Latch ......... Locked 
Air Conditioner.......................... Off 
Autopilot ................................... Off 
Time ...................................... Note 
Vr / Vy / Vx .................. 60 / 76 / 64 
Before Takeoff Chklst .....  Complete 
 

Cruise 

Fuel Pump ................................ Off 
Throttle ..................... 75% or Less 
Mixture  ..................... As Required 
Flaps ............................. Retracted 
Amp & Engine Gauges ..... Normal 
Landing Light ............................ On  
Rudder & Pitch Trim ........... Adjust 
Air Conditioner......... On if Needed  
(speed penalty) 
Flight Plan ............................ Open 
Flight Following ............... Contact 
Switch Tanks (w/ pump) . 30 mins. 
Cruise Chklst .............  Complete 
 

Approach (10-15 nm out) 
ATIS / ASOS ..................... Obtain 
Altimeter & DG ......... Check & Set 
Radios ..................................... Set 

Runway ............... Determine 
TPA ..................... Determine 
Pattern Direction ........ R or L 
Pattern Entry ....... Determine 

Descent ................................. Plan 
Approach Chklst ........ Complete 

Landing 
Fuel Selector ............ Proper Tank 
Seat Backs ........................... Erect 
Belts / Harness.... Fasten / Adjust 
Electric Fuel Pump ................... On 
Mixture ..................................... Set 
Flaps ............ Set – 102 KIAS max 
Air Conditioner ......................... Off  
Airspeed.         
    75 KIAS (Flaps 0º)  
    66 KIAS (Flaps 40º) .................  
 
Landing Chklst ............ Complete 
 

After Landing 

Flaps  ................................ Retract 
Trim Wheel ...................... Take-off 
Lights ....................... As Required 
Strobes ..................................... Off 
Fuel Pump ................................ Off 
Carburetor Heat ....................... Off 
Mixture ............... Lean as Needed 
After Landing Chklst .  Complete 
 

Shutdown 

Avionics Master........................ Off 
Int & Ext Lights (excpt beacon) Off 
Ignition Switch .................... Check 
Throttle & Mixture  ..... Idle Cut-off 
Ignition Switch .. Off / Keys on Dash 
Master Switch .......................... Off 
Check G5 AI Display ................ Off 
Shutdown Chklst ........ Complete 

Parking & Securing 

Hobbs / Tach Time ........... Record 
Control Lock ........................ Install 
Tie-Downs / Chocks .......... Secure 
Cowl Plugs .......................... Install 
Pitot Tube Cover ................. Install 
Doors & Windows ............. Locked 
Aircraft Cover ...................... Install 
Engine Pre-Heater ... As Required 
Flight Plan ...................... Closed? 
Parking Chklst ............. Complete 

Normal Speeds (KIAS) 
 
V-Speeds 
Vr ............................................... 60 
Vy .............................................. 76 
Vx  ............................................. 64 
Enroute Climb ............................ 87 
Vfe ............................................ 102 
Va (2550 – 1634) ....................... 113 / 89 
Vne ........................................... 154 
VS0 ............................................. 49 

VS1 ............................................. 55 
Vglide ........................................... 76 
 
Short Field Take-off 
Flaps .......................................... 25 
Brakes ................................... Hold 
Vr ............................................... 60 
Climb ................. Vx 64 until clear 
Flaps ......... Retract Incrementally 
 
Soft Field Take-off 
Flaps .......................................... 25 
Yoke Back Pressure ....... Nose Up 
Ground Effect . Accel. to Vx or Vy 
Climb .....................  Vx 64 if Obst. 
Climb ................ Vy 76 once clear 
Flaps ......... Retract Incrementally 
 
Landings  
Normal Apprc: Flaps Full ........... 66 
Short Field Lndng: Flaps Full .... 66 
Soft Field Lndng Flaps Full ........ 66 
Max Demo x-wind ...................... 17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Weight & Balance  

PA28-181 (N43956) 
 
Max. T/O Weight ........... 2,550 lbs. 
Empty Weight ........ See AFM/POH 
Moment ................. See AFM/POH 
Airplane Arm ......... See AFM/POH 
Front Seat Arm .................. 80.5 in. 
Rear Seat Arm ................ 118.1 in. 
Fuel Arm ............................ 95.0 in. 
Baggage Arm .................. 142.8 in. 
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These Emergency 
Checklists are for training 
only.  Always consult the 
POH during an actual 
emergency. 
 
 

Emergency: 
Engine Failure in Flight 

Air Conditioner.......................... Off 
A irspeed ......................... 76 KIAS 
B est Field ........................ Choose 
C ockpit Checks: 
 Carb Heat .......................... On 
 Mixture .............. Rich, as req. 
 Fuel Pump ......................... On 
 Primer ........................ Locked 
 Fuel Valve .....Switch / Fullest 
 Ignition ................. R,L & Both 
D ialogue / Declare 
 Squawk ........................... 7700 
 Declare Emerg .. 121.5 or ATC 
 Current Position .......... Report 
 
 

Emergency: 
Forced Landing 

Air Conditioner.......................... Off 
Approach Speed (Full Flaps) .... 66 
Fuel Selector / Mixture ............. Off 
Ignition Switch .......................... Off 
Seatbelts / Harnesses ...... Tighten 
Master Switch ........................... Off 
Doors ................................ Unlatch 
Touch Down ................... Tail Low 
Brakes ................... Apply Heavily 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Emergency: 
Engine Fire 

Air Conditioner ......................... Off 
Mixture ....................... Idle Cut Off 
Fuel Selector ............................ Off 
Throttle .............................. Closed 
Fuel Pump ................................ Off 
Master Switch .......................... Off 
Cabin Heat ............................... Off 
Airspeed Dive..... 102 / Extinguish  
Forced Landing ............... Execute 
 
 

Emergency: 

Electrical Fire 
Air Conditioner ......................... Off 
Master Switch .......................... Off 
Avionics  ................................... Off 
Cabin Heat ............................... Off 
Cabin Vents ......................... Open 
Fire Extinguisher .. Activate as Req. 
If Fire Out ............ Ventilate Cabin 
Land ........... As soon as Practical  
 
 

Emergency: 
Icing Encounter 

Cabin Heat and Defroster ........ On 
Pitot Heat ................................. On 
OAT ....................................... Note 
Heading & Altitude ................ Note 
Engine RPM .................... Increase 
Control Surfaces .................. Move 
 
Change Altitude and/or Heading 
for ice free air or temps above 0 
degrees C. 
 
Watch for Induction Icing and 
higher stall speed! 
 

 
 

Emergency: 
Alternator Failure  

Verify Failure 
Electrical Load .................. Reduce 
Master Switch ...................... Cycle 
Alt. Circuit Breakers ............ Check 
Alt. Master Switch ................ Cycle 
 
If Alternator Failure Continues: 
 
Alt. Master Switch .....................Off 
 
Turn OFF all non-essential 
electrical devices.   
 
Land as soon as Practicable 
 
 

Emergency: 
Radio Failure 

Circuit Breakers ..........................In 
PTT Buttons........................ Check 
Audio Panel ........... Correct Radio 
Radios .... On / Squelch / Volume 
Frequency......................... Correct 
Headset Jacks .................... Check 
Headset Volume ....................... Up 
Intercom Volume .............. On / Up 
Ammeter ............................. Check 
Transponder .......................... 7600 

 


